Name:______________________


Unit 2 Study Guide

*The Study Guide is due the day you take the exam.  Your notes should be stapled to the study guide.  You may need to use a separate piece of paper for your answers.

Use Section 1 Notes: Birth of a Constitution
1.  In what year was the Constitutional Convention?  In what city was the Convention?

2.  Who was selected to lead the Convention?

3.  Why were the conversations at the Convention kept secret?

4.  What was the name of the compromise between the Virginia and New Jersey plans called?  What did the compromise plan do?

5.  What was the 3/5 compromise?  What was the purpose of this compromise?

6.  Who wrote the Constitution?

7.  What were supporters of the Constitution called?  What were opponents of the Constitution called?

8.  What did opponents of the Constitution want added to protect citizen’s rights?

9.  What was the series of essays that were written in support of the Constitution called?  Who wrote these essays?
Use Section 2 Notes: Structure of the Constitution
10.  What is the preamble?  What were the six purposes of government listed in the preamble?

11.  What two houses make up the legislative branch?  What are the powers of the legislative branch?

12.  Who heads the executive branch?  What are some of the powers of the President?

13.  What is the only job of the Vice President according to the Constitution?

14.  What one court does the Constitution create?  How many justices are required by the Constitution?
15.  What does Article IV of the Constitution say?
Use Section 3 Notes: Principles of the Constitution
16.  How are amendments to the Constitution approved?

17.  Who has the authority to interpret the Constitution?

18.  How do people express their approval or disapproval for the government?  

19.  Who is required to follow the laws of the United States?

20.  What is “separation of powers?”

21.  What is “checks and balances?”  Give an example.

22.  Under federalism who is power divided between?

23.  What are the powers given to the federal government called?  What are the powers given to the states called?  What are the shared powers called?
Use Section 4 Notes: The First Amendment
24.  What five freedoms are protected in the First Amendment?

25.  What is the “establishment clause?”  What is the “free exercise clause?”

26.  Besides talking what else can be considered speech?

27.  What are different types of media?

28.  What is slander?  What is libel?

29.   What does freedom of assembly protect?  

30.  What does freedom of petition mean?
Use Section 5 Notes: The Bill of Rights
31.  What does the 2nd amendment protect?

32.  Why did the founders include the 3rd amendment in the Constitution?

33.  According to the 4th amendment what must police have to search your home or property?

34.  What is double jeopardy?

35.  What does the 5th amendment say about testifying against yourself?
36.  Why are Americans guaranteed a speedy trial?
37.  What would be an example of “cruel and unusual punishment?”
Use Section 6 Notes: The Citizen and the Community
38.  What is the difference between responsibilities and duties?
39.  What are the duties of a US citizen?
40.  What are the responsibilities of a US citizen?
41.  What is bureaucracy?  How does it affect government’s ability to get things done?
42.  What is volunteerism?  What is the Peace Corps?
Open Response: First Amendment
The First Amendment protects some of our most important personal freedoms.  These freedoms help to ensure we have a free society and a functioning and free democracy.
A.  List which of the 5 freedoms found in the 1st amendment you think is the most important. 
B.  Describe one limit on the freedom you described in A.  Explain why this limit is in place.
C.  Explain why you think the freedom you identified in A is so important (give detail, 4-5 good sentences minimum).

