Name:________________________


Unit 1: Foundations Test Study Guide
*The Study Guide is due the day you take the exam.  Your notes should be stapled to the study guide.  You may need to use a separate piece of paper for your answers.
Use Section 1 Notes: What is Government 

1.   What is Civics?

2.  What is Government?

3.  Describe the 4 functions of government?

4.  What is public policy?

5.  What is a budget?  What does a budget signal?

6.  What are the three levels of government?  Which level is closest to most Americans?

Use Section 2 Notes: Types of Government
7.  What is a dictatorship?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of a dictatorship?

8.  What is a theocracy?  What are the advantages and disadvantage of a theocracy?

9.  What is the difference between a direct democracy and a representative democracy?  What form do we have in the United States?

10.  When is majority rule not absolute in American democracy?

11.  What does the “rule of law” mean?

12.  Where does government power come from?  Why is that important?

Use Section 3 Notes: Citizenship and Immigration
13.  What is the most common way somebody becomes a US citizen?  What is the process that immigrants must go through to become citizens called?

14.  What is the difference between an alien and an immigrant?

15.  Describe the steps of the naturalization process?

16.  What factors can increase a potential immigrants chances of getting into the US?

17.  What is the difference between an alien and an illegal alien?

18.  What does “E pluribus unum” mean?

19.  What is the majority religion of the US?  What are the fastest growing regions of the US?

20.  What are sources of unity for American?  

21.  What is terrorism?
Use Section 4 Notes: Our English Heritage
22.  What is the Magna Carta?  Why is important?

23.  What is precedent?

24.  The House of Burgesses marked the beginning of what in America?

25.  What did the British Parliament do in response to the Boston Tea Party?

Use Section 5 Notes: The Nation’s First Governments
26.  What was the name of the pamphlet written by Thomas Paine that supported independence?

27.  On what date did America declare independence?

28.  What is a constitution?  What was the first constitution of the United States?

29.  What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

30.  Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?  
31.  What was Shay’s Rebellion?

Open Response: Community Service
The United States has been blessed with a historically successful economy.  However, that does not mean that everyone in the country is financially successful.  Whether through poor choices, bad luck, or a combination of the two, poverty is an issue in the United States. While government attempts to deal with this issue it cannot meet the needs of all people.  As a result private individuals, non-profit organizations, foundations & businesses will make charitable contributions of time, resources & money in order to meet the needs of people in our society.  

A. Explain two (2) of the greatest needs you see facing current U.S. citizens today.  Explain in a good paragraph for each need (4-5 good sentences minimum for each paragraph) why you think this is a problem for citizens in the United States.
B. Describe a course of action that you as an individual can take in order to help meet each of the two needs you described in Part A.  Do not describe what the government or another organization could do!
