The Nation’s First Governments

I.  Movement Towards Independence

A.  Jan. 1776: Thomas Paine published ____________ ___________ which got many people to support ________________, by 1776 Congress was ready to ____

B.  Congress appoints a committee to draft a ________________ of Independence, _____________ ______________ is in charge of the writing 

C.  The Declaration argued that the British government didn’t look out for the ______________, set forth the colonists beliefs about the rights of ________________
II.  Independence

A.  Declaration said people were entitled to ______________ a government if it disregards its citizens ___________, colonists had the right to ______________

B.  Second Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence on _________ ___, ________, American colonies were now ______________ but they would have to defeat the _______________

C.  Ben Franklin: “We must, indeed, all __________ together, or most assuredly we will all hang ________________”

D.  America _______ its independence 

III.  Early State Constitutions

A.  Each ______________ saw the need for an organized central _______________ in their state, set up state __________________

B.  Constitution: ______________ plan for _________________
C.  Each state had a _______________ to create laws, a governor, and a _______________ system to interpret _________________

D.  Most state constitution included a _____________ of _____________ guaranteeing basic freedoms such as trial by ______________

IV.  Articles of Confederation

A.  Americans recognized that they would need a ______________ government if they were going to defeat the _______________  
B.  Articles of _________________ became the _____________ constitution of the United States

C.  Articles set up a _________ house legislature with each ___________ having one vote

V.  Weaknesses of the Articles

A.  Congress had no power to collect ____________, regulate _____________, or enforce __________ 

B.  No single ____________ helped direct ___________

C.  Congress could not pass ___________ without the approval of ______ states

D.  Articles could not be _____________ without the agreement of the _______ states, result?
VI.  A Shaky National Government

A.  America had a huge ___________ from the __________, but the Congress was unable to collect ___________  
B.  State _______________ had gone into debt and had raised ______________ which hurt farmers and ______________, Congress was powerless to _________

C.  Shays Rebellion:  1787, Daniel Shays, a ______________, led a rebellion in Massachusetts against high ___________, quickly stopped

D.  Message?

E.  In 1787, 12 of the ______________ sent _______________ to Philadelphia to revise the _________________  
