Syllabus: Government
2019-2020 School Year

Mr. Riley

Room Number: 48
E-mail: steven.riley@fayette.kyschools.us
Course Description

Welcome to what I am sure will be your favorite class, Government.  Government is the study of how societies manage their affairs, the factors that influence the forms and decisions of governments, the role of citizens, and economics.  You are fortunate to have a teacher with high expectations, and those expectations apply to both your work and your behavior.  This is good news for you since one day you will be given the right to vote and be given power to affect our country and economy.  By the way, two semesters of Citizenship is required for graduation.  
Supplies Needed
1. Pens and Pencils:  You be writing in some form almost every day in class.  I do not care what color you use as long as I can read it easily.
2.  Folder:  I don’t care what color, shape, etc. as long as you remember to keep track of your materials in it.
3.  Notebook paper:  You will need paper for in class activities
If you bring these supplies to class everyday you will be taking the first step towards success in this class.  I am not a home depot or office max, so I do not have a ton of extra supplies, it is very important that you bring your materials with you.  If you need supplies it is best to ask a classmate or a friend.  

*Students who have to borrow supplies from me will have to give me a possession of theirs to hold as collateral until I receive my materials back.
Units to be Covered
Fall:

Unit 1- Foundations of Government


Unit 2- Rights and Responsibilities



Unit 3- US Political System



Unit 4- Legislative Branch
Spring:  
Unit 5- Executive Branch


Unit 6- Judicial Branch


Unit 7- State and Local Government


Unit 8- Economics Pt. 1


Unit 9- Economics Pt. 2



Unit 10- Geography

*Time permitting I will select additional topics related to the course that would be of special interest to the class.

Late/Missed/Make-Up Work:
You do not have a right to do late work.  Late work may not receive full credit.  Late work will not be accepted after a unit has ended.  I am happy to review your grade with you at your request, but remember it is your responsibility to keep track of your assignments. Turning things in on time is part of learning to become a productive citizen, try voting the day after an election or turning a report in to your boss late.  
For students that are absent, you have the number of days you were absent plus one.  For example, if you were absent on Monday you should get your makeup work on Tuesday.  That work you get would be due on Thursday.  In order to get your makeup work you should see me at the start or end of class.

ORCA Weekly Journal
Each day when the bell rings you need to go quickly to your seat, get out your response sheet, and write your response to the ORCA journal on the board.  
Community Service
There is a required community service project for this class.  You will be required to complete 10 hours in the fall and 10 hours in the spring.  This will be discussed in fuller detail in class.  This requirement must be fulfilled to be successful in Government!
Tests

We will have chapter tests every couple of weeks and a cumulative final at the end of each semester.  It is very important that you prepare for these tests, if you would like some test taking strategies I will be happy to provide you with them.

Homework/ In-Class Work

I expect that most days you will be able to finish most of your work in-class.  If you are unable to finish in class then you should take it home and finish it.  I do not plan on giving you homework more than once or twice a week, and it will typically be a short assignment.  However, class behavior and performance may make more homework become necessary.  I expect that all work will be completed to the best of your ability, remember zeros will KILL your grade!!!
Grades
Categories



Values


Grading Scale

-Tests (including community service)40%


A: 100-92


    







B:  91-83
-Homework/ Classwork

40%


C:  82-74












D:  73-65 
-Final Exam



20%


F:   64-0


Extra Credit
I will provide you with extra credit opportunities throughout the semester or if you have a suggestion you may ask.  However, do not expect to slack all semester and do large amounts of extra credit in the end, it will not work.  You have been warned.

Remember

My goal is for you to be a success in this class and to learn the skills you need to be a productive citizen.  If you are having trouble please do not be afraid to come to talk to me or to e-mail me.  I want this class to be fun and informative, but that will require that you work hard and behave.  Good luck this semester!  
Classroom Commandments
1.  You are not in Congress yet, so you must behave civilly towards all teachers, administrators, and fellow students at all times.

-  This means: no foul language (I’m the judge), appropriate volume, keeping hands, feet, objects to self, showing respect to others viewpoints and opinions; just follow the “Golden Rule” 

2.  I don’t like talking all day (although I can if I have to) so I expect active participation.  We will have opportunities for debates and discussions in this class and expect everyone to participate!!! “I don’t care” is a bad answer, everyone has opinions.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions and express your viewpoint.
3.  Come to class on time, prepared every day with all you materials and a positive attitude.  When the bell rings you should be in your seat.  


This means: bring a writing instrument, paper, your journal, your book, your 

work, and your smiling faces every day.

4.  We work all class period, no sleeping (unless Mr. Little comes down to the room and tells me I can take a nap too).  I do not limit your bathroom passes, but you must use the pass responsibly and ask to use it at an appropriate time (one person out of the room at a time, ten-ten rule will be enforced).   

5.  The bell does not dismiss class, I do.  Everyone should remain seated in their seats until I dismiss you (why would you want to leave anyways?)

Additionally I will enforce all school rules which includes but is certainly not limited to the dress code, drug policy, and electronics policy.    
Government Class Contract

(sorry no signing bonus)

My name and signature on this page signifies that I have received a copy of the syllabus and classroom rules from Mr. Riley.  I understand that I will be expected to give my best effort, have a good attitude, and tell everyone what a great teacher Mr. Riley is (.  I have been allowed to ask questions, and understand that I can ask Mr. Riley questions in the future if I need to.  Mr. Riley has encouraged me to share these policies and rules with my parents and/or guardians and informed them that they are free to contact him.  In return I will receive as compensation an excellent education and the chance to learn the rights and responsibilities of a strong and productive citizen of this country.

DATE:________________________

Student’s Printed Name (First/Last):__________________________________

Signature:___________________________________

Parent’s Printed Name:_____________________________

Parent’s Signature:_________________________________________
Parent’s Preferred E-mail:___________________________________
