Evaluating Current Public Opinion Polls and the Role of Public Opinion in 2019 
Task: You have been hired by a political consulting firm to advise them on strategy for the 2020 elections.  Your employer is interested in a wide variety of political topics.  You have been asked to select an important, current political topic or a race for Congress and analyze the available polling.  You will write a report on a current issue/topic or race that references and cites at least 3 different current opinion polls to support the thesis you develop based on your research.  Your paper will need to provide analysis of what the polling results mean.  
Potential Resources:

https://news.gallup.com/poll/101905/gallup-poll.aspx
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/
http://pollingreport.com/
You may also look at news sites such as NBC, Fox, ABC, CNN for polls they have conducted that may not appear on these sites

Sample outline:

Paragraph 1: Introduction


-Explain the topic


-Thesis: your view on the issue

-Example #1:  Based on current polling data I believe that Mr. Riley will defeat Mrs. Cabble in the upcoming Congressional race

-Example #2:  Based on current polling data I believe the issue of painting gorillas will benefit the Tiger Party.
Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph

-Give one supporting reason for your thesis using polling data and explain/analyze the meaning of the data in a well develop paragraph

Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph

-Give one supporting reason for your thesis using polling data and explain/analyze the meaning of the data in a well develop paragraph

Paragraph 4: Body Paragraph

-Give one supporting reason for your thesis using polling data and explain/analyze the meaning of the data in a well develop paragraph

Paragraph 5: Conclusion


-Summarize your main points and thesis

Successful Assignments will:

· Be typed and 2-3 pages in length

· Include either a bibliography or works cited page (not a part of your 2-3 pages) 

· Demonstrate a clear, original thesis
· Utilize data from public current opinion polls to support the thesis

· Appropriately reference data within the body of the article

· Demonstrate complex idea development and analytical skills

· Demonstrate appropriate voice and tone for an editorial 

· Be turned in on time 

Rubric:
	Category
	Points Available
	Points Earned

	Assignment is typed and 2-3 pages in length
	10
	

	Assignment includes either a bibliography or works cited page 
	10
	

	Assignment demonstrates a clear, original thesis
	15
	

	Assignment utilizes data from public current opinion polls to support the thesis
	20
	

	Assignment appropriately references data within the body of the article
	10
	

	Assignment demonstrates complex idea development and analytical skills
	25
	

	Assignment demonstrates appropriate voice and tone 
	10
	

	Assignment was turned in on time (minimum 25 point penalty for late work)
	
	

	
	
	

	Total
	100
	


Comments:

