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Political Process Test Study Guide

*The Study Guide is due the day you take the exam.  Your notes should be stapled to the study guide.  You may need to use a separate piece of paper for your answers.

Use Section 1 Notes: American Political Parties
1.  What is a political party?

2.  What kind of party system does the United States have?

3.  What does the Constitution say about political parties?

4.  What are the two major political parties in the United States today?

5.  How can third parties affect the outcome of an election?

6.  What is a single issue party?

7.  Why do third parties struggle in the United States?

Use Section 2 Notes: Paying for Elections
8.  What does money equal in politics?

9.  Why do politicians need money?

10.  How much money can an individual give to a candidate during an election cycle?  How much money can the candidate spend of their own money?

11.  What are the requirements to vote in the United States?

12.  What is public opinion?

13.  Why do politicians want public opinion on their side?

14.  What can influence public opinion?

15.  What is the most common way public opinion is measured?

16.  Why do pollsters take a sample of people when they do a poll?

Use Section 3 Notes: Election Campaigns
17.  What is a primary election?

18.  How often do Presidential elections take place?

19.  What is unusual about elections in Kentucky?

20.  What is an initiative?

21.  What is a recall election?  

22.  Why is it important for presidential candidates to campaign?

23.  What system do we use to elect the president?

24.  How many electoral college votes are needed to win the Presidency?

Use Section 4 Notes: Democrats vs. Republicans
25.  What are the democratic party and republican parties views on abortion?

26.  What are the democratic party and republican parties views on guns?

27.  What are the democratic party and republican parties views on the economy?

28.  What are the democratic party and republican parties views on taxes?

29.  What are the democratic party and republican parties views on diplomacy?

30.  What are the party demographics of the Republican party?

31.  What are the party demographics of the Democratic party?

Use Section 5 Notes: Mass Media
32.  What are examples of print media?  What are examples of electronic media?

33.  What is the most important form of media in American politics?

34.  How does the media set the public agenda?

35.  What is bias?

36.  What is the media’s “watchdog” role?

37.  What is prior restraint?

38.  Be able to identify and explain each of the propaganda techniques we covered
