Judicial Branch Test

Use Section 1 Notes: The Federal Court System
1.  What is the main goal of the American legal system?

2.  What court is created by the Constitution?

3.  What branch of government creates lower courts?

4.  What are the levels of the federal court system?

5.  What does “jurisdiction” mean? 
6.  What is “exclusive jurisdiction”? 
7.  What kind of cases are heard in federal court? (list and describe all 8)

Use Section 2 Notes: How Federal Courts are Organized
8.  What is “original jurisdiction”? 

9.  What is “appellate jurisdiction”? 

10.  At what level of court are witnesses called and a jury hears the case?

11.  What are the three ways an appeals court can rule?

12.  Who appoints federal judges? 
13.  Who must confirm judges?

Use Section 3 Notes: The United States Supreme Court Pt. I
14.  What Constitutional qualification are there to be a judge on the Supreme Court?

15.  What is the highest court in the United States?

16.  How many justices are on the Supreme Court today?  
17.  If all the justices are present how many justices do you need to win your case?

18.  What is the main duty of a Supreme Court justice?

19.  What profession have most Supreme Court justices come from?

20.  What does the President look for when he is picking a judge? (think about politics)

21.  Who was the first African American justice? 
22.  Who was the first female justice?
23.  What is judicial review?  
Use Section 4 Notes: The United States Supreme Court Pt. II
24.  What court case gave the court the power of judicial review?

25.  What is the supreme law of the United States?

26.  How does the Supreme Court check the power of Congress? 
27.  How can Congress check the power of the court?

28.  Who enforces the Supreme Court’s decisions?

Use Section 5 Notes: Deciding Cases at the Supreme Court
29.  What is a docket?  
30.  What is a brief?
31.  How much time do lawyers get to present their case to the Supreme Court?

32.  Why are the Supreme Court’s conferences held in secret? 
33.  What is a majority opinion?  
34.  What does the majority opinion tell you?

35.  What is a dissenting opinion?  
36.  What is a concurring opinion?

37.  What is a precedent? 
38.  Why are precedents important?

39.  What are factors that influence the Supreme Court’s decisions?

40.  What does “stare decisis” mean?

Use Section 1 Notes: The Federal Court System



41.  What are the symbols in the picture of the lady of justice?  What do they mean?
Important
Review the Supreme Court case studies you received in class and know what the rulings mean; be able to apply the rulings to Henry Clay
- Bethel School District v. Fraser

- Tinker v. Des Moines

- New Jersey v. TLO
