How Federal Courts Are Organized

I.   U.S. District Courts

A.  Most _____________ cases are handled in the _______ U.S. district courts

B.  ____________ courts are the federal courts where _____________ are held and ____________ begin

C.  Every __________ has at least ___________ district court

D.  District courts have ____________   ___________, authority to hear the case for the ___________ time

E.  District courts hear ______________ and ______________hear cases and reach verdicts

II.  U.S. Court of Appeals

 A.  A large ___________ of people who ____________ their cases in a district court ____________ the decision

B.  Appeals go to a U.S. court of ___________, these courts ____________ the decisions made in the district court

C.  Appeals courts have _______________   jurisdiction; hear ___________________
D.  ______________ usually appeal when they think the ______________ in their case applied the law ________________, used the wrong ________________, or if new ______________ turns up

E.  There are 12 US Courts of appeals that each cover a _______________, 13th court deals with special cases like _________________ trade 

III.  U.S. Court of Appeals

A.  Appeals courts ___________ _____________ hold trials

B.  Appeals courts may ___________ an appeal in one of ___________ ways

C.  1- ___________ the original decision

D.  2- ___________ that decision

E.  3- ___________ the case back to the lower court to be ___________ again

F.  A panel of typically ______  judges make their decision by ____________ vote

G.  One of the_____________  who decided the case writes the “____________” of the court __________________ why they made their decision

H.  Opinion sets a ___________, sets a model for future cases; Importance?_______________________________________________________________________
IV.  Federal Judges

A.  According to the ________________ the __________________ appoints judges, must be approved by the ______________
B.  The Constitution provides no _________________ for judges; what should the President look for?____________________________________________________________________________
C.  Judges are appointed for ________, why?____________________________________________
D.  When picking judges for the ____________ court the President usually asks the ____________ from the candidates state what they_______________, “Senatorial _______________”

E.  Judges are assisted by magistrates, the US _______________ office, and the US _____________ 

