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Questions on Madison's Federalist Number 51
Instructions:  Answer the following questions use Federalist Number 51.  Where appropriate be sure to provide proper explanation of your answer.
1.  Review: What are the three branches of government created in the US Constitution?

2.  What does Madison mean that “each department should have a will of its own”?
3.  Madison says “members of each (agency) should have as little agency as possible in the appointment of the members of the others.”  Why would the Constitution limit the ability of other branches to choose who serves in the competing branches?

4.  Why was an exception made for allowing other branches to play a role in selecting judges for the judiciary?

5.  Why does Madison believe “Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.”?  

6.  “In framing a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself.”  When government does not control itself what happens?

7.  What branch does Madison expect to be most powerful?  How does Madison claim the new Constitution reduces this branches power?

8.  Besides guarding “society against the oppression of its rulers” what else does Madison claim a society must guard against? How does the U.S. Constitution guard against this problem?
Critical Thinking Questions- Be sure the explain you answers to each question

9.  Is Madison’s opinion of the role of self-interest in the conduct of one’s life realistic?

10.  Do you believe the controls against the abuse of power by a single government department have been effective?

11.  Does the federal government equally serve majority and minority interests today?

12.  Is there a role for states anymore?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZpgjc9hf28

