Executive Branch Test Study Guide

Instructions: Use your unit notes to complete the study guide.  Copies of the PowerPoints can be found on my website.  The study guide is due the day of the test.

-Use Section 1 Notes “The President”
1.  The President is the head of what branch of government?

2.  What are the Constitutional requirements to be President?

3.  What characteristics (gender, religion, etc.) have our President’s shared?

4.  How long is the President’s term?  How many terms can the President serve?

5.  What is the name of the President’s airplane?  What is the name of his retreat?

6.  What Constitutional responsibilities does the Vice-President have?

7.  Who becomes President if the President dies?

8.  What powers are given to the President by the Constitution?

-Use Section 2 Notes “The President’s Job”
9.  What are the 7 roles of the President?  Explain each of these roles.

10.  What is the difference between a pardon and amnesty?

11.  Who declares war in the United States?  Who sends troops into battle?

12.  Why will the President appeal to the people for support of his legislative program?

-Use Section 3 Notes “Making Foreign Policy”
13.  What is foreign policy?

14.  What is the most basic goal of American foreign policy?

15.  What are other goals of American foreign policy?

16.  How do democracy and trade promote world peace?

17.  How can war away from the United States impact our national security and economy?

18.  What is a treaty?

19.  What is an ambassador?

20.  What is the purpose of foreign aid?

21.  What are some punishing tools a President can put on trade?

-Use Section 4 Notes “Presidential Advisers”
22.  Why did the Executive Office of the President become necessary?

23.  What is the Cabinet?  What does the Constitution say about the Cabinet?

24.  What are the Constitutional responsibilities of the first lady?

* Make sure you are familiar with the 20th century Presidents we have talked about in class (FDR, Truman, JFK, Carter, Clinton, Eisenhower, Nixon, Ford, Reagan, Bush)

Open Response

Being the “leader of the free world” and representing the American people is not an easy job.  If a president can not handle this substantial amount of responsibility or is unable to make effective decisions the country and the world could suffer.  As a result it is important for American voters to look for qualities that we believe will lead to success.  After watching the “Presidents” video series, “13 days” and listening to class discussions you were able to observe some of the traits of successful presidents. Give three personality traits that you believe are important for a president to have.  Explain why these traits are important and give examples from the videos or from your own personal knowledge that illustrate why the traits you selected are important. 

A. List the three traits

B. Explain why these traits are important

C. Give examples for each trait that illustrate why they are important

Sample Outline

A. List the traits

B. Paragraph #1 (describe why your first trait is important)

i. Give an example of when a President would use or used this trait

C. Paragraph #2 (describe why your second trait is important)

i. Give an example of when a President would use or used this trait

D. Paragraph #3 (describe why your third trait it important)

i. Give an example of when a President would use or used this trait
