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PARADE’s Annual List of the World’s 6 Worst Dictators

1.  What does Isaias Afewerki require of every male starting at age 18? Why do you think he does this?

2.  What has the International Criminal Court charged Omar Al-Bashir with?

3.  Critical Thinking: Should the United States get involved when dictators start killing their own people? Explain your reasoning.

4.  What religion does Islam Karimov require his citizens to follow? What happens to those who believe in a different religion?

5.  What did Bashar al-Assad do in response to the Syrian revolts that started in March?

6.  What have the U.S. and Europe done in response to Assad’s actions? What did the Arab league do?

7.  What has happened to ethnic minorities in Myanmar?

8.  What did Hillary Clinton do recently in Myanamar?

9.  Critical Thinking: Why would  Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov block certain websites? Explain

10.  Critical Thinking: After reading about these dictators do you feel more thankful for the rights you have in the United States?  Explain why or why not

11.  Critical Thinking: Which of these dictators do you think is the worse? Explain your opinion.

12.  Critical Thinking:  What could the people living in these countries do to try and have a better life? Explain.    
The World’s Worst Dictators of 2011
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1. Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea

Years in power: 20 

Afewerki, 65, once led Eritrea to independence, but today he deprives his citizens of all freedoms. There is no formal constitution, and every male starting at age 18 must enter “national service,” which is forced labor of indeﬁnite length (evaders are jailed or killed). People with unsanctioned religious beliefs are imprisoned and tortured, as are journalists and activists. More than 50,000 Eritreans have escaped to refugee camps in Ethiopia. Western ofﬁcials allege that Afewerki is aiding Al Qaeda–linked militants in Somalia. 

2. Omar Al-Bashir, Sudan

Years in power: 22 

Although al-Bashir, 67, took power in a bloodless coup, his reign has been marked by extreme violence. Some progress occurred in 2011—the country was successfully partitioned into two entities, Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan—but the strife continues. In regions under dispute with South Sudan, al- Bashir’s military has bombed civilians, killing untold numbers and causing at least 100,000 to ﬂee. The International Criminal Court (ICC) has charged al-Bashir with genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity in Darfur, where an estimated 300,000 have been killed since 2003. The ICC also alleges that he has embezzled billions of dollars. 

3. Islam Karimov, Uzbekistan

Years in power: 21 

Raised in an orphanage, Karimov, 73, rose through Communist Party ranks to control this former Soviet republic. Activists, journalists, and anyone practicing a religion other than the accepted form of Islam are often jailed, and about 7,000 prisoners are currently being held and tortured. Each fall, university students, teachers, civil servants, and children as young as 9 are forced to live in barracks and harvest cotton under in humane conditions. Karimov’s health is thought to be poor, and some believe his eldest daughter is being groomed to rule. 

4. Bashar al-Assad, Syria 

Years in power: 11 

Assad, 46, a trained ophthalmologist, succeeded his father as Syria’s tyrant in chief. As part of the Arab Spring, Syrians began revolting in March, and he responded by ordering the military to bomb and ﬁ re on crowds. Over 3,500 demonstrators (including more than 250 children) have been killed, with over 10,000 jailed or missing at press time. The U.S. and Europe have condemned Assad’s actions, imposing sanctions and calling for his resignation. In an unprecedented move, the Arab League placed economic and political sanctions of its own on member nation Syria after Assad refused to end attacks and to let in monitors.

5. Thein Sein, Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) 

In power since: 1962

Since seizing power in a coup nearly 50 years ago, a succession of juntas made up of present and former high-ranking military officials have brutally mismanaged this country and its economy, with its 55 million inhabitants living in starvation. Ethnic minorities continue to suffer—beatings, rapes, bombings, even murder—at the hands of the authorities. But recently the leaders of the Asian nation seem to be taking tiny steps in the right direction. Last year, they held elections, which, although neither free nor fair, resulted in retired General U Thein Sein becoming president and iron-fisted dictator Than Shwe stepping down. (Some observers believe that Than Shwe still wields considerable influence behind the scenes). A parliament was also convened for the first time in 20 years. What’s more, the government has somewhat eased up on the press, rebel groups, and activists like Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, who was released in November 2010 after nearly 20 years of house arrest. Recently, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton—the first American in that position to visit in nearly 50 years—traveled to Myanmar and met with Suu Kyi and with the country’s leaders about reforms and improving diplomatic relations. However, soon after she left, the government’s talks with the Kachin, a minority ethnic rebel group, fell apart, leading to violent clashes, displacing some 26,000 people, and demonstrating that any progress in Myanmar is halting and uncertain.

6. Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov, Turkmenistan

In power since: 2006

Berdymukhammedov, a trained dentist, once cleaned the teeth of predecessor, Saparmurat Niyazov. In 1997 he was appointed minister of healthcare and medical industry, and he became president in 2006. Although Berdymukhammedov had vowed to dismantle Niyazov’s cult of personality, experts say he has simply replaced it with one of his own. Portraits of the 54-year-old leader are displayed all over the capital. Displaying Soviet-style paranoia and brutality, government security forces ruthlessly hunt down and arrest anyone suspected of dissent. Political opposition is not tolerated. The government controls the media, blocking access to websites they deem objectionable and confiscating any foreign literature at the airport that is brought in by visitors. Because human rights groups are reportedly forbidden to enter the country, it’s unable for the outside world to assess how good or bad conditions really are

