Deciding Cases at the Supreme Court
I.  How Cases Reach the Court
A.  The Supreme Court conducts its __________________ each year from ______________ until the following _________ or July

B.  Each month the justices spend 2 ____________ listening to 
________________  and two weeks _________________________and studying new cases

C.  From the many cases _______________ to them, the justices make a list of cases they want to _________________ more _________________
D.  The court will _______________a case if __________________of the nine justices _______________ to do so

E.  Accepted cases go on the Court ______________, called a “_______________” 

II.  Acceptance by the Court
 A.  Each year the court gets more than ______________ applications, it usually selects fewer than ________ cases to _________________
B.  Usually the court ___________ cases that involve important _______________ issues such as freedom of speech

C.  Once the Court takes a case the ________________ for each side prepare a “____________”

D.  The brief is a ______________  document that explains each side’s _______________; the _______________ then study the briefs

III.  The Court Process
A.  Oral arguments: each ___________  presents _________ arguments 

B.  Each side typically only gets ______ minutes to ___________ their case, the justices are allowed to ____________ the lawyers and ask _____________
C.  Conference: On _____________ the justices get together to make their first _____________
D.  These meetings take place in _________________ and no _____________ are kept; why?_________________________________________________________
E.  The ___________  justice presides over the _______________ of the case

F.  A ______________ decides a case; how many normally?______ At least ___________  justices have to be present 

IV.  Opinion
 A.  Once the Court has reached a ____________ one justice gets the job of writing the __________________ opinion

B.  The opinion states the _________ of the case, announces the ___________, and explains the ruling; why are opinions important?__________________________________________________
C.  A justice who _______________ with the majority opinion can write a ________________ opinion; why are these important?________________________________________________
D.  A justice who votes with the _________________ but for different reasons writes a _______________ opinion  

E.  When the opinion is ______________ it goes to news reporters and the court website

V.  Reasons for Court Decisions
A.  The _________ is supposed to be the most important ____________ on a justice’s decisions

B. Guiding __________: “stare decisis” means “let the decision stand”; significance?

C.  The Supreme Court is in sometimes in a position to ___________ outdated ________________
D. Social Conditions and _____________ are often reflected in the ______________ of the court; segregation?
E. Legal Views vary among the _____________, some want the court to be more _____________ and others believe they should be more reserved

F. Justices are also affected by their ______________ beliefs

