Name:___________________


Congress Test Study Guide

*The Study Guide is due the day you take the exam.  Your notes should be stapled to the study guide.  You may need to use a separate piece of paper for your answers.

Use Section 1 Notes: How Congress Is Organized
1.  How many citizens make up Congress?

2.  What branch of government did the founders intend to be most powerful?

3.  How long is a term of Congress?

4.  How many representatives are in the House of Representatives?  
5.  What are the Constitutional qualifications to be in the House of Representatives?

6.  How long is the term for a member of the House of Representatives?

7.  What is gerrymandering?

8.  How many Senators are in the Senate?  How many from each state?

9.  What are the Constitutional qualifications to be in the Senate?

10.  How long is the term for a member of the Senate?

11.  Why is the Senate considered more prestigious than the House?

12.  What is the title of the person who leads the House of Representatives?

13.  What is the job of majority and minority leaders?

14.  How is work in Congress divided?

15.  What is the job of the Committee Chair?

Use Section 2 Notes: Powers of Congress
16.  What are the powers specifically given to Congress in the Constitution called?

17.  What are the powers given to Congress through the “necessary and proper clause” called?

18.  In what part of Congress must tax bills start?

19.  What is the difference between an authorization and an appropriations bill?

20.  What does it mean to regulate foreign and interstate commerce?

21.  Who has the power to declare war?  Who has the power to send the troops into battle?
22.  What branch of Congress must approve treaties?

23.  What is impeachment? Who has the power of impeachment?

24.  How can the President check the power of Congress to make laws?

25.  How can the Supreme Court check the power of Congress to make laws?

26.  What is an “ex post facto” law?

Use Section 3 Notes: Representing the People
27.  What is the franking privilege?

28.  What is the job of the personal staff?

29.  What job can students get with members of Congress?

30.  Define the three major jobs of Congress.
31.  What is pork barrel spending?  

Use Section 4 Notes: How Laws Are Made
32.  Where can an idea for a bill come from?

33.  Who can introduce a bill to Congress?

34.  What can a committee do to a bill?

35.  What is a filibuster?

36.  Who must sign a bill for it to become law?

Use Class Notes or Other Resources
37.  Who represents Lexington’s district in the United States House of Representatives?

38.  Who are Kentucky’s two senators?

39.  How many representatives does Kentucky have in the US House?
