Presidential Decision Making Children’s Book Project

Task: You have been asked to write, illustrate and produce a children’s book about a key Presidential decision in American history.  You should create a book that provides an overview of the decision making process the President engage in and the impact that decision had on the country for better or for worse.

Include the following:

· A story that a child (2nd-3rd grade) could understand.

· Illustrations that would engage a child and keep their attention, the more colorful the better! These may be hand drawn or done using a computer art program, however I would discourage you from just “cliparting” it.
· Overview the “critical junctures” relevant to the understanding of the overall decision making process the President used and its repercussions
· Include the important people and details in the story
Group Guidelines:

· No more than three people to a group.  You will be allowed to choose your group.

· Class time will be given to work on this project.  You are not in Congress so I expect that you will use your time wisely and efficiently.

· Everyone will be expected to go up front on the presentation day, but the group may have one person be the reader.  You will get a grade for your professional presentation and the best book will get extra credit.

· Your presidential decision topic must be approved by me.  There can be no duplication of topics, the first group that comes to me gets that topic.  You may pick something that is not part of the suggest topics, but it still must be approved 

Possible Topics Include:

· Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase

· Jackson and Native American Removal (“Trail of Tears”)

· Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation

· McKinley and the Spanish American War

· Teddy Roosevelt and the Panama Canal

· Woodrow Wilson and American entry into WWI

· FDR and the “Bank Holiday”

· Truman and the dropping of the Atomic Bomb

· Eisenhower and desegregation in Little Rock

· Kennedy and the Cuban Missile Crisis

· Johnson and the Civil Rights Act

· Richard Nixon and the Watergate cover-up

· Gerald Ford and the pardon of President Nixon

· Jimmy Carter and the 1980 Olympic boycott

· Ronald Reagan and the invasion of Grenada/removal of troops from Lebanon

· George H.W. Bush and the Gulf War

· Bill Clinton and the Assault Weapons Ban

· George W. Bush and the “War on Terror”

· Obama and the decision to raid Bin Laden’s compound
· Many more to choose from, this project will be more enjoyable if you pick something you are interested in learning more about.
Tips for Success:

· You may take some creative license in telling the story.  For example, you may have an imaginary character helping to narrate the story.  However, the facts of what the President did must be accurate.

· Make sure you are familiar with your event and President before you start writing your story.  This will make pre-writing your story much easier and guard against you missing critical points in the story.

· You may have to divide up different tasks in creating the book based on each person’s unique skills, but everyone should be expected to contribute

Grading:  This book is a 100-point test grade.  You will be graded on completeness, the historical & political content of the book, the quality of the illustrations, organization and visual appearance.  Make sure to review the rubric below.  
These books are due Friday, January 24.  We will read these aloud during “story time” and have cookies and juice.  
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Grading Sheet

	Category
	Points Available
	Points Earned

	Book includes a story that children could easily understand 
	10
	

	Story has a clear beginning, middle and ending
	10
	

	Historical information in the book is accurate
	15
	

	Decision making process is clearly laid out and the historical implications of the decision are clear
	20
	

	Relevant critical junctures are overviewed and important people, institutions, and decision makers are included
	20
	

	Book is visually appealing and illustrations are of high quality and enhance the story
	15
	

	Book is well organized and free of typos
	10
	

	Total
	100
	


The presentation will be worth 50 points and will go in the classwork category. _____/50

Comments:

