Interest Group Web Exercise

All of the following represent groups of concerned citizens.  Visit each site and answer the questions listed below.  Be sure to think about how conservative or liberal each group is.

A.  Visit the Family Research Council at http://www.frc.org/
1.  Find the Family Research Council’s position on various issues.  List three issues you find interesting and the FRC’s position on these issues.  Briefly explain if you agree or disagree with their position

2.  How does the Family Research Council suggest that its members become involved, look at the “take action” tab on the right side of the main page?

B.  Visit the National Organization of Women at http://www.now.org/
1. What is NOW and what are it goals? What do you think the ideological perspective of this group is?
2.  Under “Now Foundation” pick one topic.  What is NOW encouraging it members to do?  Do you think they can have an impact on this issue?

C.  Visit the National Rifle Association at http://www.nra.org/
1.  Click the “nra-ila”tab on the bottom of the screen.  Select “menu” and then click “candidate grades.” Look at the grade and endorsements given to candidate.  What trends do you see? What could account for this?

2.  Back on nra.org click “menu-nra membership-member benefits.” What are some of the benefits? Why would these benefits be offered?
D.  Visit the National Federation of Independent Businesses at http://www.nfib.com/

1.  What is the purpose of the NFIB and how do they promote their goals?

2.  Go to “Advocacy” at the top of the screen, click “state issues” and click “Kentucky.”  What are two piece of Kentucky news? Why do you think these are issues in Kentucky?

E.  Visit the AFL-CIO at http://aflcio.org
1.  On the top of the screen click “What Unions Do.”  Based on what you see on the site, summarize the purpose of a labor union.
2.  In middle of the front page choose “Executive Pay Watch.”  Click “view CEO Pay Data.”  Choose three companies and look up how much their CEO’s earn.  List the companies and the pay.  Does this level of compensation concern you or is it acceptable? Briefly explain

Part II: Interest Group Research
1.  Identify a topic that interests you:

2.  Identify two special interest groups that are involved with your topic.

3.  Explain the main goal(s) of each group.

4.  Explain how each group is funded.

5.  Describe the specific lobbying methods employed by each group (for example, media, lawsuits, direct lobbying, public information campaigns, etc.)

