Syllabus: Criminal Justice
2018-2019 School Year

Mr. Steven Riley

Room Number: 48
E-mail: steven.riley@fayette.kyschools.us
Course Description

Welcome to what I am sure will be your favorite class, Criminal Justice.  Criminal Justice is the study of the criminal justice system including its institutions, agencies, and policies.  Additionally we will examine the impact of crime in terms of society, media coverage of crime, types of crime, punishment, and Constitutional procedures.  You are fortunate to have a teacher with high expectations, and those expectations apply to both your work and your behavior.  This is class is an elective and is only made available to sophomores, juniors, and seniors due to the mature subject matter.  It will be expected that you will demonstrate maturity and sensitivity as we explore our course material.  If you do not feel this class will be of interest to you or that you will be unable to demonstrate the proper level of maturity I would encourage you to seek another class now.
Supplies Needed
1. Pens and Pencils:  You be writing in some form almost every day in class.  I do not care what color you use as long as I can read it easily.
2.  Folder:  I don’t care what color, shape, etc. as long as you remember to keep track of your materials in it.
3.  Notebook paper:  You will need paper for in class activities
If you bring these supplies to class everyday you will be taking the first step towards success in this class.  I am not a home depot or office max so I do not have a ton of extra supplies, it is very important that you bring your materials with you.  If you need a supply it is best to ask a classmate or a friend.  

*Students who have to borrow supplies from me will have to give me a possession of theirs to hold as collateral until I receive my materials back.
Units to be Covered (tentative)
Fall:

Unit 1- The Foundations of Law


Unit 2- The Constitution and the Criminal Justice System


Unit 3- Law Enforcement, Prison, and Race


Unit 4- Gangs and Organized Crime
Spring:  
Unit 5- Military Law


Unit 6- Serial Killers


Unit 7-
 OJ Simpson Case Study


Unit 8- School Law 


Unit 9- Drug and Vice Law or Special Topics
*Time permitting I will select additional topics related to the course that would be of special interest to the class.

Late/Missed/Make-Up Work:
You do not have a right to do late work.  Late work will not receive full credit.  Turning things in on time is part of learning to become a productive citizen, try voting the day after an election or turning a report in to your boss late.  For students that are absent, you have the number of days you were absent plus one.  For example, if you were absent on Monday you should get your makeup work on Tuesday.  That work you get would be due on Thursday.  In order to get your makeup work you should see me at the start or end of class.

Projects
Instead of traditional tests you will complete projects every couple of weeks and you will have a cumulative final project at the end of each semester.  It is very important that you successfully complete these projects and that you make appropriate use of the time you are given in class.
Homework/ In-Class Work

I expect that most days you will be able to finish most of your work in-class.  If you are unable to finish in class then you should take it home and finish it.  I do not plan on giving you homework often, and it will typically be a short assignment.  I expect that all work will be completed to the best of your ability, remember zeros will KILL your grade!!!
Grades
Categories



Values


Grading Scale

-Project and major quizzes

40%


A: 100-92


    







B:  91-83
-Classwork and participation

40%


C:  82-74












D:  73-65 
-Final Project



20%


F:   64-0

Extra Credit
I will provide you with extra credit opportunities throughout the semester or if you have a suggestion you may ask.  However, do not expect to slack all semester and do large amounts of extra credit in the end, it won’t work.  You have been warned.

Remember

My goal is for you to be a success in this class.  If you are having trouble please don’t be afraid to come to talk to me or to e-mail me.  I want this class to be fun and informative, but that will require that you work hard and behave.  Good luck this semester!  
Classroom Commandments
1.  You must behave civilly towards all teachers, administrators, and fellow students at all times.

-  This means: no foul language (I’m the judge), appropriate volume, keeping hands, feet, objects to self, showing respect to others viewpoints and opinions; just follow the “Golden Rule” 

2.  I don’t like talking all day (although I can if I have to) so I expect active participation.  We will have opportunities for debates and discussions in this class and expect everyone to participate!!! “I don’t care” is a bad answer, everyone has opinions.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions and express your viewpoint.
3.  Come to class on time, prepared every day with all you materials and a positive attitude.  When the bell rings you should be in your seat.  


This means: bring a writing instrument, paper, your journal, your book, your 

work, and your smiling faces every day.

4.  We work all class period, no sleeping (unless Mr. Little comes down to the room and tells me I can take a nap too ().  I do not limit your bathroom passes, but you must use the pass responsibly and ask to use it at an appropriate time (one person out of the room at a time, ten-ten rule will be enforced).   

5.  The bell does not dismiss class, I do.  Everyone should remain seated in their seats until I dismiss you, do not line up at the door.
Additionally I will enforce all school rules which includes but is certainly not limited to the dress code, drug policy, and electronics policy.    
Syllabus Contract

(sorry no signing bonus)

My name and signature on this page signifies that I have received a copy of the syllabus and classroom rules from Mr. Riley.  I understand that I will be expected to give my best effort and have a good attitude.  I have been allowed to ask questions, and understand that I can ask Mr. Riley questions in the future if I need to.  Mr. Riley has encouraged me to share these policies and rules with my parents and/or guardians and informed them that they are free to contact him.  In return I will receive as compensation an excellent education and the opportunity to learn more about the criminal justice system.

I understand that this class will cover mature material.  There will be discussions about violence, sex, drugs, race, and other controversial subjects which will also sometimes involve seeing things or hearing language that would not normally be considered appropriate.  As part of this curriculum we will watch some shows and movies or parts of movies or shows that are rated “R” or “TV-MA” if they are appropriate for the subject that is being examined.  These shows and movies may include the following:

A Time to Kill, End of Watch, Training Day, Colors, Tombstone, Runaway Jury, The Green Mile, Dead Man Walking, Double Jeopardy, Lockup, COPS, Kentucky Justice, Shawshank Redemption, American History X, Fantastic Lies, Fruitvale Station, Seven, Kiss the Girls, Silence of the Lambs, Patriots Day, Road to Perdition, The Godfather, Hunting Ground, Dangerous Minds, American Greed, CSI, Law and Order, The People v. OJ Simpson, The Kingdom, Zero Dark Thirty, World Trade Center, 30 for 30: OJ Simpson Made in America

Additional items may be added to the list above at the teacher’s discretion.  I understand that if I have questions or concerns about something being discussed or shown in class that I can talk to Mr. Riley about these concerns and reasonable efforts will be made by both parties to seek to find an acceptable solution.  
DATE:________________________

Student’s Printed Name (First/Last):__________________________________

Signature:___________________________________

Parent’s Printed Name:_____________________________

Parent’s Signature:_______________________________

* Please list an e-mail(s) if you would like to receive periodic class updates.
Parent’s E-mail:___________________________________
